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County Executive, Council and M-NCPPC

Announce Initiatives, Commitment to Open Space
25" Anniversary of Agricultural Reserve Celebrated

In marking the 25™ anniversary of Montgomery County’s award-winning agricultural
preservation program, Montgomery County Executive Douglas M. Duncan, County Councilmember
Michael J. Knapp and Derick P. Berlage, chairman of The Maryland-National Capital Park and
Planning Commission (M-NCPPC) today previewed new initiatives to further strengthen agriculture
in order to preserve open space in the County. According to the Natural Resources Defense Council
and the American Farmland Trust, Montgomery County has the most successful farmland and open
space preservation program in the country.

“Montgomery County leads the nation in land conservation, but in order to continue our
environmental success we must act now to save family farms,” said Duncan. We must ensure that
the next generation will enjoy the same benefits from farmland and open space that we have today.”

According to County farmers, the greatest challenge to their economic survival is crop
damage from the overpopulation of deer. In the FY2006 budget Duncan will send to the County
Council next week, he is proposing a nearly 20% increase in funding for agricultural support. This
includes an additional $112,000 for deer management initiatives, $50,000 for a study of the future of
farming, and $10,000 to provide technical assistance to farmers.

(more)
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The M-NCPPC reaffirmed its commitment to the preservation of Montgomery County’s
agricultural heritage. “M-NCPPC will spearhead initiatives to commemorate the 25™ anniversary of
the visionary Master Plan for Preservation of Agriculture and Open Space by working to ensure that
the County’s Agricultural Preservation programs reflect 21 century land use issues and agricultural
economics,” said Berlage. “The best way to safeguard Montgomery County’s agricultural reserve is
to safeguard the profitability of farming.”

Berlage announced that M-NCPPC will convene a land preservation summit for public and
private groups to review a variety of issues important to the future of the agricultural reserve. In
addition, M-NCPPC commits to expanding Montgomery County’s Deer Management Program
including: public education and awareness of deer/vehicle collisions; landscaping advice for
homeowners; managed hunts by qualified hunters under strict regulations; donation of venison to
homeless shelters and food kitchens; and working with Maryland Department of Natural Resources
to expand its deer management program in State Parks within the County.

Knapp will lead the legislative efforts necessary to implement budget initiatives and deer
management measures in the County Council. He is also proposing to increase the profile and
public awareness of agriculture throughout the county.

“Twenty-five years ago, public officials recognized that the best way to preserve farmland and
open space was to preserve the business of farming,” said Knapp. “As the population in our region
continues to grow, this principle will become even more important in the future, and I intend to do
all that I can to ensure this tradition is not only sustained, but flourishes.”

Knapp is calling for increased marketing and outreach efforts; increased education activities
for children through the Montgomery County Public Schools and other venues; and programs

linking local farmers with cutting-edge agricultural research initiatives.

(more)
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Ninety-three thousand acres in Montgomery County have been set aside for agriculture and
open space. The County’s diverse agricultural industry has 577 farms and 350 horticultural
enterprises, which annually contribute $250 million to the local economy. The Preservation of
Agriculture and Rural Open Space Functional Master Plan outlines the County’s goals on land
preservation, and an important component is ensuring the continued viability of agriculture.
Increasing public awareness and appreciation for the agricultural reserve is also critical to the success
of these efforts.

Montgomery County and The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission

encourage the participation of all individuals in their programs and facilities. For assistance with
special needs, such as large print materials, sign language interpretation, listening devices, etc.,

contact Marion Joyce, 301-495-4600, TTY 301-495-1331 or the Maryland Relay Service.

HHH#




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


